IN ITS CLASSIC AGE	225
turn man to a formal and ctisciplined life. 'A great man/
says the Shu-Ching, 'is in harmony with heaven and earth/
'Man is born for rectitude', says K'ung Fu-tse, and he set
about re-ordering the world of his day, and reminding men
of the classical patterns of the earlier days of Chou.
But these two great teachers have much in common—
a certain calm and humorous detachment, an authority
which appeals to reason, an ideal of self-control and even
of asceticism in the pursuit of truth.
'Living on coarse rice and water, my elbow for a pillow,
I can yet be merry/ says K'ung, a Chinese Epicurus:
*Preserve simplicity, conserve inner beauty, curb self-will,
limit desires/ says Lao-tse, a Chinese Zeno.
* Ill-gotten gains and honours are a wandering cloud/
says Kcung: 'There is no calamity like ambition/ says
Lao-tse, 'the root of honour is humility*.
K'ung, in fact, while he is the ideal Chun-tse or sage,
comes near to being a saint after the pattern of Lao-tse.
'Benevolent, wise, courageous*—that is the Confucian
ideal: 'Frugal, gentle, humble/ that is the Laoist.
Lao-tse in his turn fulfils the ideal of K'ung; for he too
is reasonable, wise, and kindly. Both too are critics of the
existing order. But their diagnosis differs: 'Too many
laws and prohibitions/ says Lao-tse; 'Too great laxity/
says Kcung.
A decadent dynasty—'princes who are not princely':
parricides who talk of filial piety: ministers who make laws
but do not keep them: fathers who set bad examples and
yet demand obedience—such is the society of the sixth
century b.c. in China. *AU is indeed wu-tao'—unnatural,
or out of joint, and K'ung Fu-tse*s is the voice of tradition
calling men to the old cosmic Tao—orderliness or seemli-
ness. China needed this call to discipline: but she also
needed the call of Lao-tse to spontaneity, to natural family
life on which all else depends, to an inner goodness with-
out which rules are vain.
If Lao-tse sought Tao as the goal of a mystic and philo-
sopher, K'ung Fu-tse sought it as a way of individual and
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